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How Will You Serve the Lord?How Will You Serve the Lord?How Will You Serve the Lord?   

Serve the Lord with gladness! Come into his presence with singing! (Psalm 100:2) 

God’s Word tells us to serve the Lord with gladness. How will you serve your Lord 

throughout this 2018 – 2020 biennium? What is your passion for service? Who or 

what excites and encourages you to step up and help others? How will you answer 

God’s call to be a servant for Him? 

Will you be coming to the 2018 LWML Ohio District Convention in Dublin, June 22 

– June 24? Being a part of this faith-filled celebration is a wonderful opportunity to 

serve. Bringing items for the ingathering such as gift cards for those impacted by 

the hurricanes and personal hygiene articles for the homeless women serves our 

Lord as you serve those struggling to have the basic needs to live. Singing in the 

choir serves the Lord as you join your voice with others in adoration and thanks for 

all He has done for you. Accepting the responsibilities of a delegate serves the Lord 

as you vote to select the Mission Grants that will be funded and the officers that 

will support the LWML Ohio District. Praising and glorifying the Lord during worship 

services honors and serves Jesus as He has served you. Attending the 2018 LWML 

Ohio District Convention offers you a special and unique time to serve the Lord 

joyfully with your sisters and brothers in Christ. 

Donating mites is a generous way to serve the Lord. Knowing the Lord loves you, 

encourages you to share your earthly treasures with those who need to experience 

and learn how much God loves them. It is a joy to share your blessings as God has 

blessed you. Filling your Mite Box is a delightful and rewarding way to serve the 

Lord. 

Serving on a standing committee at the district level is an important way to serve 

the Lord. Assuming the responsibilities as a member of a committee is a privilege 

and an honor. Using your unique gifts and talents, you will offer new ideas as you 

serve on one of the five committees. Serving on the Christian Life Committee, you 

will be able to provide materials that will encourage women of the church to grow 

spiritually as well as be aware of Christian Life resources available online and in 

the LWML catalog. Being a member of the Mission Grants Committee, you will be 

responsible for evaluating all mission grant proposals and then selecting those 

grants for the LWML Ohio District Convention ballot. As a member of the Human 

Care Committee, you will be alerting members to opportunities and challenges for 

mission service in your church, community and the world. Serving on the Leader 

Development Committee, you will be encouraging women to reach out in love to 

invite other women to be a part of LWML as well as promote the Young Women 

Representative Program. As a member of the Structure Committee, you will be 

reviewing, studying and, when appropriate, amending the LWML Ohio District 

bylaws as well as examining all zone bylaws.   Following Jesus means serving in 

ways that support and encourage the growth, health and extension of His 

kingdom. 

Holding an office in your zone is a responsible way to serve the Lord. As you lead 

your zone, you will be providing opportunities for Christian fellowship as well as 

promoting the mission and focus of LWML. You will be fostering the love of 

missions among the women in your zone. You will be serving the Lord as you use 

and apply your gifts of patience, encouragement, guidance, and support as a 

leader in your zone. 
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Coming Into The LightComing Into The LightComing Into The Light   

Our 2018 District Convention is a time to celebrate 

God’s abundant mercy 

and grace.  We are 

grateful and praise our 

Lord that we are able 

to “Walk in the Light” of 

Christ (1 John 1:7). In 

the Spring 2018 issue 

of the ODE, Pastor 

Riley wrote about what 

it means to “Walk in 

the Light;” but how did we come into the Light? 

Where were we before we were in the Light? 

The fact that you as a Christian now “Walk in the 

Light” implies that there was a time when you were 

not in the Light; a time of being in the darkness of 

death from sin and the accompanying guilt and 

condemnation that results. 

Thanks be to God, through our Lord Jesus Christ, that 

we have had a change in status: But you are a 

chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, 

God’s special possession… who called you out of 

darkness into his wonderful light (1 Peter 2:9, NIV). 

Through His life, suffering, death, and resurrection, 

Jesus has made an eternal change in your life. It is by 

His work alone, on the cross for you, that... has 

rescued [you] from the dominion of darkness and 

brought [you] into the kingdom of the Son he loves, 

in whom [you] have redemption, the forgiveness of 

sins (Colossian 1:13-14, NIV). This transference is 

recorded and noted for you in your Baptism, so that 

you can be sure and confident of His calling, 

forgiveness and salvation. 

As you are enabled by the Holy Spirit through faith to 

“Walk in the Light” of Christ now in this life, you can 

be certain that your future is bright. Jesus has 

qualified you to share in the inheritance of his holy 

people [saints] in the kingdom of light (Colossians 

1:12). You walk in the Light now, but you will forever 

walk in the brilliant light of God’s presence in heaven. 

Pastor Daniel Herb, Jr. Pastoral Counselor 

President’s message continued... Attending zone 

events and participating in zone activities is a joyful, 

fun way to serve the Lord. Encouraging and 

supporting each other shows God’s love working in 

you. Nurturing your faith through Bible studies, 

speakers, and mission projects focuses your attention 

on God. Taking part in your zone events is serving 

the Lord by sharing your faith. 

Whether you will be attending the convention, singing 

in the choir, donating mites, holding an office or 

committee position, attending zone events, or 

praising our Lord in worship, you will be serving the 

Lord with gladness. You belong to God, and you will 

be sharing His love as you joyfully, continually, and 

willingly dedicate yourself to do His will wherever and 

whenever He has need of you. 

Jeanne Schimmelmann, President 

Christ is Risen! Alleluia!Christ is Risen! Alleluia!Christ is Risen! Alleluia!   

This phrase is still resounding in my ears as we move 

forward from the Easter celebration. Many thoughts 

are turning to spring time 

activities such as spring 

c leaning, yard work, 

planting, etc. Many of us are 

wondering when the spring 

weather actually is going to 

become a reality.  

In Ecclesiastes, we learn that there is a season for 

everything under the sun. In the LWML Ohio District, 

our thoughts are turning towards our convention in 

Dublin, Ohio, June 22-24.  

The host committee is working quickly to wrap up the 

planning and completing last minute details. Our 

website, www.lwmlohio.org, has convention updates, 

registration forms, updates on mite totals and 

devotional thoughts. We hope to see you in Dublin, 

Ohio, in June. 

Ruth Mowery, Public Relations 

Webmaster Says:Webmaster Says:Webmaster Says:   

Have you stopped by the LWML Ohio 

District website www.lwmlohio.org lately? 

You’ll find updated information about 

mite giving; mission grants; convention news; zone 

events and so much more. The ODE and various links 

to the LWML.org sites are there too. So, “hop on the 

web” and stop by for a little visit. 

http://www.lwmlohio.org
http://www.lwmlohio.org


 Lutheran Woman's Quarterly — Ohio District Edition                   

3 

Copper CoinsCopper CoinsCopper Coins   
Pennies, pennies, pennies, they are everywhere! My 

change purse is full of them, the change cup in my 

car has an abundance of them, and the weight of the 

penny jar is heavy enough to be a doorstop in gale 

force winds. When one drops a penny, more than 

likely they will not bother to pick it up as the value is 

so insignificant. When I was small, I loved getting 

pennies from my grandmother, but today my great 

grands want bigger coins. 

There are those who want 

to discontinue producing 

the penny as it costs more 

to make them than they 

are worth. There is just 

not a whole lot you can do 

with a penny aside from 

paying sales tax or getting 

one to four pennies in change when your purchase 

does not end in an even dollar amount. 

In the Gospel of we read and he saw a poor widow 

put in two small copper coins. And he said “Truly, I 

tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all of 

them. For they contributed out of their abundance, 

but she out of her poverty put in all she had to live 

on” (Luke 21:2-4 ESV). (Did you ever notice the 

comparison of copper coins and pennies?)  

The copper coins were the least valued coins of that 

time, just like our pennies today, but Jesus was 

pleased that the widow gave ALL she had. I know 

most of us today are blessed and can give out of our 

abundance. Keep putting those pennies, and other 

hard and soft money into Your Mite Boxes to help 

fund the mission grants for the Ohio District LWML  

and LWML. When we look back, the mites we gave did 

not cause us to lack for anything. As we prayerfully 

put our coins (no matter how many or how few) into 

our Mite Boxes, it is pleasing to Jesus, and when 

everyone’s coins are added together we can meet and 

even exceed the mission ,rant goals. 

Letha Chambers, Christian Life 

Finding Peace in ChristFinding Peace in ChristFinding Peace in Christ   
Ever felt anxious or stressed 

about something?  We all have. 

Did you know that when you are 

feeling anxious or stressed, your 

body releases stress hormones, 

such as adrenaline and cortisol? 

To deal with these feelings, people tend to turn to 

food, drugs, alcohol, and excessive shopping. Not 

only does this cause negative effects to your body 

and mind, but also your wallet! Here are some helpful 

tips to control your anxiety: 

 Reach out to family, friends, pastor, or a counselor 

 Meditate on God’s Word 

 Take deep breaths 

 Exercise 

 Eat a healthy diet 

 Write in a journal 

 Listen to calming music 

 Purchase a fidget spinner 

Finding peace in Christ though meditation will help 

you have a deeper connection to Christ. Take a 

moment to go to a place that is quiet. Start with a 

prayer and with your Bible in hand read: 

Jude 1: 23-24, Philippians 4:7, Psalm 56:3, Isaiah 

41:10, 2 Timothy 1:7, James 1:9, Psalm 34:18, 

Proverbs 12:25. Share your concerns with God. Take 

deep breaths in between these passages. Then finish 

with a prayer. There…now don’t you feel better? 

Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, 

by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present 

your requests to God (Philippians 4:6 NIV). 

Julie Gresko, Human Care 

Toledo ZoneToledo ZoneToledo Zone   

Lillian Keller 

On a sunny March day, the women of the LWML 

Toledo Zone held their annual retreat in the Reed 

Chapel of Ohio Living Swan Creek Retirement Village. 

The theme, “Count Your Blessings,” was supported by 

the scripture verse, 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18. 

The opening devotion was 

led by Lillian Keller. The Rev. 

Ryan Kleimola, pastor at 

Trinity Lutheran Church, 

Toledo and LWML Toledo 

Zone Pastoral Counselor, 

was our retreat leader. The  

sess i ons  f ocused  on 

“blessings” and God’s 

Covenant with us. Pastor 

concluded the sessions with 

the Aaronic blessing, and 

Grace Harris led the closing devotion. 

 Six women presented the skit “Betty’s Blessings,” 

giving us a humorous look at recognizing blessings in 

our every-day life. Our singing was accompanied by 

Christine Habrecht. The in-gatherings benefitted the 

Ohio Branch of Orphan Grain Train and mites for 

mission grants. Thrivent Action Team funds supported 

the cost of a delicious lunch. The women left with a 

new look at and understanding of their everyday 

blessings—both spiritual and material. 
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Something Old, New, Borrowed, Something Old, New, Borrowed, Something Old, New, Borrowed, 

...Purple!...Purple!...Purple!   

What’s old - The LWML is 75 years old! 

What’s new? Leadership Development Committee! 

What’s borrowed - Wisdom and Strength 

What’s purple - Everything LWML! 

Do you know any young women about 20-35 years of 

age lurking in your churches or zones just waiting to 

be called into service? Please encourage them to 

apply to become a Young Women Representative!  

Applications need to be given to Zone Presidents by 

April 28th. 

Zone Presidents - Please send the completed 

applications to Lisa Rhonemus by May 11. 

Sisters needed!   

This year we are going to 

begin a secret prayer sister 

program which will partner 

with the YWR program. As a 

Secret Sister you will receive 

the name of a YWR as well as some personal 

information such as their birth date and contact 

information. You will then pray for her and send notes 

of encouragement (birthday/Christmas cards, etc.) 

throughout the biennium. Your identity should remain 

secret until the next district convention when you will 

be introduced in person or reveal your identity 

through a letter. 

Our goal: create intergenerational relationships that 

will help retain new LWMLers and strengthen the faith 

of all involved. If you are interested or have more 

questions about this program please contact Lisa 

Rhonemus at lisa_rhonemus@yahoo.com or (937) 

509-7270. 

Lisa Rhonemus, Leasdership Development 

 

COME ONE ! 

COME ALL ! 

 

“WALK IN THE LIGHT” 

At the 2018 Ohio District 

LWML CONVENTION 

June 22-24 

Registration Deadline: MAY 15 

TIME is SHORT  Register TODAY 

Don’t miss this wonderful opportunity 

Forms are on Ohio District website: 

www.lwmlohio.org 

Come, Enjoy Fun, and fellowship! Learn more about the 

amazing work your mites are doing in Ohio and the 

surrounding area. 

The site is the newly remodeled 

Marriott Inn, Dublin, OH. 

If you cannot attend the entire convention, join more 

than 300 other Lutheran women as we worship our 

Savior and commune together 

Friday June 22 at 7 p.m. 

Contributions for Honors and Memorials should be 

sent with the completed contribution form available on 

the Ohio District LWML website to: 

Judy Sonnenberg, Financial Secretary 

16539 US 6, Napoleon, OH 43545 

419-592-8191, sonn2@centurylink.net 

mailto:lisa_rhonemus@yahoo.com
http://www.lwmlohio.org
mailto:sonn2@centurylink.net
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Convention: Convention: Convention: CandidatesCandidatesCandidates   
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Convention: Convention: Convention: Candidates, continuedCandidates, continuedCandidates, continued   

He said to them (his disciples), “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few. 

Therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his har-

vest. (Luke 10:1-2 ESV).zzz 
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Convention: Convention: Convention: Candidates, continuedCandidates, continuedCandidates, continued   
Nominating Committee, continued 
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Servant EventsServant EventsServant Events   

IngatheringsIngatheringsIngatherings   
The Human Care Committee chose two ingathering opportunities to help those in need. The hurricanes last year 

ravaged homes, schools, churches, even whole towns and cities. Recovery will continue for a very long time. 

The LCMS Disaster Response teams under the Rev. Dr. Ross Johnson, Director, will continue to assist those af-

fected as long as a need exists. The LWML can help by donating WalMart gift cards in any denomination 

that will be given to victims and pastors in the disaster areas through the LCMS Disaster Response. 

The other opportunity is to help homeless women in a shelter of Lutheran Social Services (LSS) in Columbus, 

Ohio. The LSS Faith Mission serves both men and women. The Human Care Committee is collecting travel size 

personal hygiene items for these women. Also they will be given a small Bible and a tote bag for their per-

sonal use. All items should be brought to the 2018 LWML Ohio District Convention. The Human Care Committee 

will gratefully accept all of the gift cards and personal hygiene items given by the ladies of LWML. 

suggested hygiene items (travel size is recommended as all items must be carried daily): 

Bar Soap (Scented); Body Mist/Spray; Brushes; Combs; Deodorant; Lotion; 

Toothpaste; Toothbrushes (individual packages); Women’s Razors 

Charlotte Blumenschein, Human Care Committee 

ZUMBA: 2-3 p.m. Participate in a Latin-inspired 

cardio dance workout. Add variety to an exercise 

routine. Participants are encouraged to wear sup-

portive fitness shoes and clothes that move and 

breathe with their movements. 

CHILDREN’S PACKETS: 2-4 p.m. Reach out to 

hospitalized children. Assemble packets of coloring 

pages with crayons for younger children. Make 

small booklets of various activities for older chil-

dren. These will be given to hospitals to be used for 

children and teens. 

BOOKMARKS FOR BIBLES: 2-4 p.m. Make book-

marks to be placed in small Bibles for homeless 

people through the LSS Faith Mission in Columbus. 

On the bookmarks, copy a list of Bible verse loca-

tions provided by Rev. Daniel Herb, Jr. Pastoral 

Counselor.  A personal note or a favorite Bible verse 

may be added if space allows on the other side. 

AMERICAN RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE: Noon-5 

p.m. Blood donations will be accepted Friday from 

Noon until 5:00 p.m. It is recommended that each 

donor eat something prior to participating in the 

drive. 

Convention: Convention: Convention: Candidates, Ingatherings, Servant EventsCandidates, Ingatherings, Servant EventsCandidates, Ingatherings, Servant Events   
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Convention: Bylaw AmendmentsConvention: Bylaw AmendmentsConvention: Bylaw Amendments   
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Saturday Interest SessionsSaturday Interest SessionsSaturday Interest Sessions   
Bringing the Gospel of Christ to the Caribbean: Presented by Rev. Charles St-Onge, Area Facilitator for 

Latin America and Caribbean LCMS World Missions. The Nations of the Caribbean are some of the poorest in the 

west. The LCMS currently has church planting work going on in Puerto Rico, the Cayman Islands, Jamaica, and 

the Dominican Republic. Come and hear how to help your Synod bring the Gospel of Christ to the islands, and 

the nations of the Caribbean to the Church. 

POP!  (Presentation On Presentations!): Presented by the Christian Life Committee. Let your confidence 

“soar” to new heights, “inflate” the possibilities of how to creatively “string” along your audience while being 

careful not to “burst” anyone’s hopes of successfully “popping” ideas into the heads of leaders or followers.  

Gain insight on how YOU can become a “colorful” speaker while sharing the word of God.  “Deflate” negative 

thoughts as everyday items turn into fascinating topics for devotions, skits, Bible studies, retreats, fellowships, 

etc.  WARNING:  There may be a balloon or two bursting with joy! 

Meetings: Presented by the Structure Committee. Meetings are important. We want them to run smoothly and 

be productive. How do we make this happen? Join the Structure Committee as we tiptoe through land mines 

that may be scattered within a meeting and arrive safely at the closing gavel. 

New Testament Mysteries - Old Testament Clues: Presented by Dr. Phillip Giessler, missionary to seven Af-

rican countries and Cuenca, Ecuador. His upcoming book equips Christians with fun Bible knowledge that opens 

up New Testament truths via fascinating Old Testament data that can really get religious inquirers hooked on 

Scripture and its Christ-centered surprises. 

LWML’s Newest Kid on the Block!: Presented by Pat Bilow, LWML Senior Gift Planning Counselor, and Beth 

Marth, Gifts of Love Gift Planning Advocate. "So, what’s that all about?” Don’t bother going to Wikipedia, Siri, or 

Google. The scoop is right here! If you have remembered LWML in your estate plan or want to set up a plan to 

remember LWML, this session is for you! Legacy Circle is all about thanking God for the blessings He has first 

given us. All attendees will receive two helpful resources: “PROVIDE & PROTECT: Important Life and Death De-

cisions” and “PASSING ON YOUR FAITH, WISHES AND INSTRUCTIONS: A Practical End-of-Life Guide for You and 

Your Family.” (This interest session for Convention is new since the last edition of ODE.) 

PASTORS GIVEN PRIORITY, The Creed as Outlined for Outreach: Rev. Daniel Herb, LWML Ohio District 

Junior Counselor, will present a program on using the Creed as an outline for Christians to speak confidently to 

others about their faith. Pastors will learn tools to instruct and encourage those who are hesitant to share the 

good news of God’s love. Pastor Herb will show that the church has had this complete and time-tested summary 

of the faith for centuries that is taught to confirmands. 

OfferingsOfferingsOfferings   
Friday Worship, June 22. 2018 - Offering #1: Mites 

Saturday, June 23, 2018 – Offering #2: Reaping the Harvest Ministries, a member of LCMS located in 

Cleveland, Ohio, is a Christian congregation serving the local community. RTHM strives to seek, engage and en-

courage others through a life-changing Christian journey. It is a loving, friendly community that worships God 

and serves others. RTHM teaches the Bible and follows the example of Jesus. Being a city mission, it is building 

relationships with the community by conducting Sunday worship and by hosting clothing drives and community 

dinners. RTHM also offers sidewalk prayers to anyone they greet on Saturday afternoons. RTHM‘s vision is to 

impact and renew Cleveland and beyond with the transforming message of Jesus Christ through words and ac-

tions. RTHM recently organized a new LWML society with fifteen members who serve the Lord with gladness. 

Sunday, June 24, 2018 – Offering #3: LCMS Response Plan has been prepared to support relief and mercy 

efforts to the hurricane victims in Puerto Rico. The LCMS has two full time disaster-response coordinators in 

Puerto Rico, and the Synod has contracted with a member of Prince of Peace Lutheran Church in Mayaguez to 

provide part-time assistance. The LCMS response plan includes: 1) distributing food and items for families with 

young children (diapers, wipes, formula); 2) establishing mercy centers in Mayaguez and Ponce; 3) starting an 

English-as-a- Second-Language program; 4) starting a music outreach and training program for impoverished 

children and youth; and 5) beginning a roofing and home repair project. Since the Synod’s Caribbean region has 

been very supportive of recovery efforts, Ministry in Mission will act as the financial agent for those funds col-

lected to support the LCMS Response Plan to aid those in need in Puerto Rico. 

Convention: Offerings & Interest SessionsConvention: Offerings & Interest SessionsConvention: Offerings & Interest Sessions   
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Convention: Mission Grant ProposalsConvention: Mission Grant ProposalsConvention: Mission Grant Proposals   
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QuarterlyQuarterlyQuarterly   and and and ODEODEODE   SubscriptionsSubscriptionsSubscriptions   
Submit quantity changes and address changes to Kim 

Klein, Subscription Manager 

DEADLINE FOR REDUCTION IS MARCH 1, 2018 

Annual Subscription Costs 

Quarterly  1-9 Copies = $6.50/each 

Quarterly  10+ Copies = $5.00/each 

ODE    All quantities = $2.50/each 

Donations toward the cost of the Quarterly and ODE 

should be included with your Mites Remittance Form 

and mail to Judy Sonnenberg, Financial Secretary 

Contact InformationContact InformationContact Information   
Contributions & Donations for: 

 Mites, Memorials, Honors 

 Joyful Response® to Mites 

 Quarterly & ODE 

Judy Sonnenberg, Financial Secretary 

16539 US 6, Napoleon, OH 43545 

419-592-8191, sonn2@centurylink.net 

Subscription Changes for Quarterly & ODE  

Kim Klein, Subscription Manager 

348 Greenbriar Drive, Ravenna, OH 44266 

330-839-8112, kimkleinlwml@neo.rr.com 

Information & Articles for ODE 

Karen Shanahan, ODE Editor 

3633 Denise Dr., Toledo, OH 43614 

419-380-0244, kesjr@att.net 

Mite Boxes 

Order direct from Concordia Publishing House 

www.cph.org, on Home page, click LWML 

(Website accessible from Ohio District Website) 

Website Calendar Items, Pictures, etc. 

Billie Lelle, Webmaster 

blelle@roadrunner.com 

Websites: 

District       www.lwmlohio.org 

National      www.lwml.org  

Concordia Publishing House www.cph.org 

Roberts Rules     www.robertsrules.org 

ODEODEODE   SubmissionSubmissionSubmission   
Deadlines for article submissions: 

Spring  January 5 

Summer April 5 

Fall   July 5 

Winter  October 5 

Submit news, pictures, and articles for approval for 

Zones: to the Zone President 

District: to the District President 

Mighty MitesMighty MitesMighty Mites   
Directing Thrivent Choice Dollars to Mites: Direct 

to LWML Ohio District by selecting Lutheran Women’s 

Missionary League, Mentor, Ohio (not Toledo). 

Joyful Response® to Mites: To donate mites directly 

from your checking account each month contact Judy 

Sonnenberg. She will send you a Joyful Response® 

form. It can be set it up quickly. 

Contributions to Mites, Memorials, Honors: Mites 

Remittance Forms are available on the district website 

or from Judy Sonnenberg, Financial Secretary. Make 

checks payable to "LWML Ohio District" and send with 

completed form to Judy. 

If you have remembered LWML in your 

gift/estate plan, we give thanks to God 

for you and invite you to make us 

aware of your gift so that we can wel-

come you into the LWML Gifts of Love 

Legacy Circle. 

For those of you considering remem-

bering LWML in your gift/estate plan, now is the time 

to complete or update your plan. Please know, you 

are making an eternal difference! To join the Legacy 

Circle, contact your LWML's Gift Planning Counselor, 

Pat Bilow, at email patbilow.lwml@gmail.com or 800-

741-4138, ext. 2. 

mailto:sonn2@centurylink.net
mailto:kimkleinlwml@neo.rr.com?subject=LWML%20-%20ODE%20Information
mailto:kesjr@att.net
https://www.cph.org/
mailto:blelle@roadrunner.com
http://www.lwmlohio.org/
http://www.lwml.org/home
https://www.cph.org/
http://www.robertsrules.org
mailto:patbilow.lwml@gmail.com

